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Events

Commodore’s Corner Tom Connors

Can you feel it in the air? The anticipation of another great boating year. That feel-
ing that gets us through the long, cold winter...knowing we will soon be on the water
again. Annette and I have determined ourt racing schedule for Team Fins Up and look
forward to incorporating the LYC social events into that schedule.

We (LYC) are a club of social boaters as much as anything else and I hope everyone
will make an effort to put the monthly meeting/social on your calendars each month for
the coming year. It is held the second Sunday of each month at 6pm. Although the
location is subject to change, we may have found a semi-permanent home in a private
room at Water’s Edge at Salt Ponds in Hampton. Of course our annual Sock Burn is
coming up on March 14th (see article below), so we will be at LAFB marina/picnic shel-
ter—outside. Evidently managers just don’t understand our need to burn socks in their
restaurants! Attendance recently has been great. We’ve had some entertaining speakers
and have some great ones lined up for coming months. Nothing attracts new members
more than word of mouth of a great time had by all.

We will be kicking off the boating season with our annual on March 14, Tradition
calls for boaters (who hate wearing socks) throw the socks
they were forced to wear all winter for the sake of warmth on a
roaring fire. It will be a fun time for all. Let’s get this party
started and kick off this year in true LYC fashion. Become part
of it!

—see you on the water! TOM

The power
sqdn plans to
become much
more engaged
in assisting our
LYC sailing colleagues in the coming year. Mr. Rick Spann has gra-
ciously agreed to provide the committee boat (Man Up) again for
this year's Veterans Cup Regatta, and I will provide the chase boat
(Sea Vision IT). If we're out there working the sails and the lines, 1
think that we power dudes/dudettes will make tremendous strides in understanding what it is "you
sailing folks" are talking about during our monthly meetings! LOL! Secondly, we can seize tremen-
dous advantages in capitalizing on each others strengths, both power and sail, this is true in terms
of enhancing our nautical knowledge, participating in boating events, increasing club membership
and networking with other yacht clubs. The LYC power sqdn fully intends to present an aggressive
calendar for the upcoming boating season. Many of out boats have been out of the water or not in
use for quite some time, so please keep safety first and foremost on your minds while underway and
at the docks. Most accidents are caused by carelessness and lack of preparation, so operate and
equip your vessel every time you go out as if it were being boarded by the Coast Guard or Marine
Police for a safety inspection. Additionally, for those who could not attend our most recent LYC
meeting: Federal Saltwater Fishing Licenses are now required (in addition to your Virginia fishing
license), and warning citations will be issued if you are caught fishing without it (fines will fol-
low). The application process to be in compliance is quick and painless (over the internet).

The Squadron Scoop

from Power Squadron Captain Chuck Wesley

— Mahalo, Chuck "Wake” Wesley, Power Squadron Captain




Upcoming Events

March 14 LYC Sock Burn 2010

July 10 Veterans Cup Regatta

September 18 Tri-Services Regatta

Look for a more detailed schedule of events in the
next newsletter

April will mark the one-year anniversary of the new Langley Yacht Club

website—www.langleyyachtclub.org. Thanks to the generosity of LYC

member Perry Bivens and Computer Consultants of Virginia web hosting,
e r ; the club has been able to re-establish a permanent presence on the inter-
net. This is the time of year when boaters start getting ready for the new season,
tuning-up their boats and doing all of those projects to make them sail faster and
power through those waves better. The web site is no different. We have already
|| started getting the calendar updated for 2010, and we are always looking for con-
structive suggestions to make it more useful. As always, you can find an archive
of newsletters as well as links to sister yacht clubs and other sailing and boating related sites. Stay tuned for
news and on-line registration for the Veterans Cup and Tri-Service races. Ideas

and suggestions for the website can be forwarded to the bridge

ot sent to me at mschrip@hotmail.com.

—NMike Schripsema, LYC Webmaster



http://www.langleyyachtclub.org
mailto:mschrip@hotmail.com
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LY C AHH u 3] SOCk B urn Please join us at our March club meeting, the annual

LYC Sock Burn, where we will symbolically welcome
SundaY’ March 14th the start of boating season, see an awesome demonstra-
Starting at 2:00 p-m. tion, eat food prepatred by the finest chefs, and listen to

at the Marina piCl’liC shelter each other's stories of daring and woe.

Langley Air Force Base In honor of the warming weather, we will ceremoni-
202 Thornell Ave, Langley AFB, VA 23665 (757) 764-7220 | ously burn our socks in the finest Chesapeake Bay tradi-

tion. Our safety director kindly requests all participants
to remove their feet from the socks BEFORE the socks
are placed in the fire.

(If you do not have an ID Card, come in the Main Gate
and stop at the Visitors Center with registration and drivers
license)

We also have scheduled for this meeting a demonstration by Gregory Hajos, a NASA rocket
scientist, but more importantly, an avid sailor. Using a fully-rigged scale model sailboat, a fan,
and lifelike miniatures of LYC members (OK, maybe they're GI Joe and Barbie), Greg will pre-
sent a demonstration of both the basic and finer points of sailing in a presentation that's sure to
please all. Sure, other clubs may have half-hull boat models on the walls, but we will have an
action model!

A fired-up grill full of burgers and dogs, rolls, condiments, plates, eating utensils and ice
will be provided. We’ll use our club's Pot Luck format, in which each person brings their
favorite beverages and a side dish or dessert to share. Relying on our sense of culinary
adventure (and plain luck), we are sure to have a great selection.

Please feel free to invite prospective club members to this meeting as well as family & friends. A notice along with a request for RSVPs will go out
the week of the 14th.

—Ken Goetzke (Sock Burn Coordinator)

Why do Chesapeake Bay Sailors Burn Their Socks?

According to the Annapolis Maritime Museum:

The tradition dates back to the mid 1980s when a
Bob Turner, then manager of the Annapolis Yacht Yard, got
tired of the winter blahs. He'd spent the whole season work-
ing on OPBs (other peoples' boats), all the while collecting
metal filings, bottom paint grindings, sawdust, fiberglass fibers, and globs of paint,
caulk, resin and filler in his socks. On the first day of spring one year, he took off his
socks, put them in a paint tray, doused them with lighter fluid, and toasted spring with
a long-neck beer while they burned. Traditionally, die-hard boaters wear deck
shoes sans socks from the Vernal Equinox until winter arrives.* There are now
sock burnings in other boating towns from Key West to Seattle.

*One exception to this rule: if on a given day the temperature drops below 30 de-
grees Fahrenheit and the wind gusts over 17 knots, one can wimp out and don
socks. This is known as the "Wimp-Chill Factor."




